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REVOLT IN HERZEGOVINA
The revolt that broke out in Herzegovina at the end of June, 1875, cannot be traced to the activities of the Russian panslavs; it was the natural consequence of the general situation in that part of the Balkans and of the inequity and harshness of the Turkish rule. Herzegovina and Bosnia, which soon became involved in the insurrection, were two Turkish provinces bordering, roughly, in the west and north on the Austrian territories of Dalmatia, Croatia, and Slavonia, and in the east and south on Serbia and Montenegro, self-governing principalities under the suzerainty of the sultan. The bulk of the population of Bosnia and Herzegovina was Slav by race, Serbian by language, and Orthodox in religion; there was, however, a strong Catholic minority, while the upper landowning classes were Moslems. The secular antagonism between peasant farmers and their lords, who wielded semi-feudal powers, was thus embittered by the religious issue. The administrative, economic, and social structure of Bosnia and Herzegovina was such as to keep their population in a state of continuous ferment fostered by the restless Montenegrins across Herzegovina's southern border. The immediate cause of the outbreak of 1875 was probably the visit paid by Emperor Francis Joseph to Dalmatia in the spring of that year. It created great excitement among the Slavs on both sides of the Austro-Turkish frontier and was accompanied by impressive demonstrations of pro-Austrian sympathy. In the early stage of the revolt the Catholic element played a prominent part.
The rapid spread of the disturbance and the threat of a general-uprising of Christians in Turkey called for the intervention of the European Powers. The initiative came from Vienna acting in concert with St. Petersburg and Berlin, and reflected the attitude of the three governments. Andrassy did not wish to precipitate the violent dissolution of the Ottoman empire; if, however, this was to take place, he was determined that Bosnia and Herzegovina should be brought under Austrian control. His chief concern was to prevent the formation of a strong Slavic state that would exercise a powerful attraction for its sister provinces in the dual monarchy. The tsar and Gorchakov, like Andrassy, desired to localize the conflict. 'The sick man . . . is agonizing, but I do not want his corpse; we would not know what to do with it/* Alexander vvrpte to Emperor William an October 11, 1875, N.S. "The agony must be prolonged/' Since Germany had no